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Discuss importance of water tolife and the need for clean, safe water.  Clean water is 
something we often take for granted.  Have any of them ever been in a situation 
where they did not have access to clean water (i.e., camping?  Foreign travel?) 
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Can students think of ways that we can conserve water?  
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How do yourindividual actions affect the watershed?  Have students provide 
examples of individual behaviors that can enhance water quality, as well as behaviors 
that are detrimental.  
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Discussthe Chesapeake Bay watershed and ongoing efforts to clean up the Bay.  Have 
they participated in any activities to benefit the Chesapeake Bay? 

More information on the Chesapeake Bay watershed and specific activities to 
improve the bay can be found at the Chesapeake Bay Foundation website
http://www.cbf.org/page.aspx?pid=1000

Additional information and resources and references are available in the lesson plan.  
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Do the students know where theirdrinking water comes from?  Do any of them use 
private wells?   If time allows, students can research their local water source. 
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Discussthe importance of ongoing testing of drinking water to assure it is safe to 
drink.  The Safe Drinking Water Act was passed in 1974  and authorizesthe U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to set standards for clean and safe drinking 
water and oversees state and local efforts to comply with the law.    See lessons plan 
for additional information. 
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Howcan individuals, government, industry and communities work to reduce 
contaminants in water?  Differentiate between man-made and naturally occurring 
contaminants.  The discussion could lead into some specific class project ideas (see 
lesson plan for evaluation options and additional information). 
The Clean Water Act is national legislation that regulates the discharge of pollutants 
into U.S. waterways and establishes quality standards for surface water.  
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Arethe students familiar with any point source pollution sources?   Perhaps come up 
with some specific examples in your local area.  
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Dostudents have any examples of non-point source pollution?  Why dothey think 
non-point source pollution is more difficult to regulate?  What are some specific 
actions by individuals, industry, government, and communities to reduce non-point 
source pollution?   
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Dothey think these regulations are necessary?  May want to refer back to the 
beginning discussion about the importance of clean water to life and the 
consequences of not having clean water. 
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